RAIN ARRIVES
Cloudly this mornipg.
with rain this-afternoon
and evening.
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Video cameras on some Pravidence and Johniston schoot buses are housed in black buxes altached to the driver's side,
recording vehicles that llfegally pass a stopped bus with ite flashing lights on and stap sign dispiayed.

Number of
citations issued in
Providence and
Johnston to
motorists for
filegally passing a
stopped school
bus before
cameras are
instatled.

Number of
citations issued in
Providence and
Johnston after
cameras are
instalted,

BY RICHARD C. DUIARDIN
Joumai STAPF WRITER

Until recently, it was all bur impossible o catch
a driver who put children at sk by passing a
stopped schoot bus. In 2007, police across Rhods
Island issued just 128 citations to drivers for pass-
ing stopped buses; 97 Wwere found guilty.

But last year, the General Assembly passed a
faw letting school systems hire a company to
mount survefllance cameras on buses, a way of

. gatching drivers in the act.

Mow, with only ' Handful of busés in vax-
dence and Johnston equipped with the cameras,
the number of citations has soared.

In just the five months since Providence-based

Sirmart Bus Live put cameras on the outside of four
huses in Johnston, the pnhce issued 08 citations,
up from only 2.ir all 'of 2007. n Providence, there

were  cltations in 2007; this year, with the num- |
Ber nf buses equipped with surveillance cameras - -
growing from 2 in Janudry to 10 teday, the cam-

eras had uncovered 591 violations as of the end &f
May.

f didr't think there would be s0 maty who
wauld do something 85 egragious as pass a sehool
bus, especially when the stop sign is out-and the

 lights are flashing,” saic Alfred A, Cardi, of Cran-

ston, the owner of Smart Bus Live. “But it's really

SEE VEDEQ, Ad

Johnsion police Sgt.
Mare Baisvert
walches a display
from Smart Bus
Live, the company
that maunts
surveiliance
cameras on schook
buses. For a
demanstration by
Boisvert of how the
system works go to
projo.com/video
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Obama plots
a New course

for

The president hopes to
find common ground
with the Muslim world
during his trip.

I0uRAL WIRE REFORTS

President Obama has set a
high bar for his trip to the Middle
Eagt and Europe that begins
Wednesday. By his own descrip-
tion, he is on a truth-tefling missl
an, The chal-
jenges are
‘giear: Can he
sucpesssully
reach gut to the
Mushm world
without offend-
ing israel? Can
words move ei- "
ther side to do OBAMA
what they have B
resisted in the past?

Like 50 much shout Mr. Oba-
ma's foreign policy, this mip will
be viewad through the prism of
the Bush adwinistration and the
degreeto which My, Obama's ad-

* ministration represenis continu-

ity ar a new girection,

Clearly his goal (5 to signal & -

new era in reiations with the
Mustim worid. But Mr. Obatma’s

words will be measured.and ana-” :

Tyzed by andlences with conflic-

ing interests, aacient grievarices .

and iong memories of other presi-
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Would have a say

The Senate approves a bill
that would allow domestic
partners to make funeral
arrangements for their
foved ones.

#Y KATHERINE GREGG

SoumaL STATE Houst BuResy
PROVIDENCE — Responding
to one of the more heart-wrench-
ing personal stories to emerge
from the same-sex marriage de-
bate, the Senate on Tuesday ap-
proved a bill giving “démestic
partners” the right to claim the
nodies of — and make funeral ar-
rangements for -- their loved

anes.

L\dorneshcpmnerssdenned in
the measure a5 "2 person whepns
or to the decedent’s death wils in
an exclusive, intimate and com-
mifted relationship with the dece~
dent”

Lespite hours of hearings atthe
State House — and seistic devel-
openents in other Northeast states
— this bill s the only one of the du-
eling defense-of-marriage, same-
sex Imarriage, divorce and equal-
igghts bills inteduced i Rhodels-
{and this year that has managed to
make it out of a legisiative com-

£z PARTNERS, A6

Air Force recruiter

faces drug charges |

BY KATIE MULYANEY -

Their reluctant defendant is a detainee

Patricia A. Sulfivan

A Pamaine T
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A sign o the side of 2 Providence schoal bus warns motorists
that new surveillance cameras are in use,

Video

Constiviest from Poge Af

an epidemic.”

Cardi was a seff-employed §-
nancial services consuitant in
Cranston when a friend told tim
about a Lovisiana firm that hag
instailed cameras on buses in a
school districr there. He acquired
the dghts to the patented tech-
aslogy 56 He could market the
concept here,

But the system was so new
{hat neither he nor local schook
systems could do anything with-
out geffing enabiing legistation
from the General Assembly to let
them use the digital wireless de-
vices as the basis for issuing tick-
215, They also needed a new way
of shoring revenue from fines,
Under the ol system, courts
could impese a fine of “up to
§300” thar would be split be-
tween the municipality and the
state. The new law makes the
£300 fine mandatory and dictates
that 73 percent of the revenue go
fo the video company. with the
remajning 25 percent shared
aqually by the municipatity and
he state.

Johpston was the first in the
state to pul cameras on some of
its bus moutes, beginning in Jae
November, on some of jts most
heavily traveled roads — Killing-
Iy and Plainfieid streets, Harford
and Greenville svenues and Me-
mogial Drive, About six weeks
later, on Jan. 12, Providence got
inte the act.

Given that the cameras are
provided free to the municipali-
tes, with Smart Bus Live picking
up the tab with revenue from the
fines, evervone involved savs
they see the system as a win;
thers's new revenue for munic-
palities and the company, and &
new way to cateh viokators,

Jobmston police Maj, Ralph
Bubar {II says the cameras have
given the departiment another set
of eyes. Before, ha says, it was
next 0 impossible fo prosecuts a
viglator because so much de-
pended on the bus driver's being
ahile to see and then remernber
the license number whizzing by
at the same time driver was dis-

" charging passengers. Now, he

says, the police have the bepefiy
of being able to review a video
from several different angles and
decidewhether it warrants a cita-
tom.

“We have had a few people try
o dispuie it," Bubar said. “Bur
once they sea the evidence, they
usually concede defest and pay
the fine.”

And there’s an added ingen-
tve in the baw that makes it even
more worthwhile for the car's
registered owner 0 setile and
pay. H the owner willingly pays
the $300 fine, it doess not go on
the owner's driving record he-
cause rhe video gives no indica-
ton of who- was behind the
wheel, But if the owner fights
and is found guilty, rhe violation
will g6 on ¥is or her permanent
driving record as a moving vie-
lation. & will also cost more, be-
cause the driver would be Habie
for eowt costs of 535, and in-
creased fines of up ta $3000f it is
a0t thé first offense,

According 1o Cardi and his
business  director,  Thomas
O'Connor, the neart of the sys-
tern is an array of seven video
camgras on each bus, ransmit-
Hng Lve images back 1 the com-

Rules of the road

i et [ights are fiashing o a
school bus, the law requires that
metarishs approachung from aither
diraction comé to a Al stop and
remain stopped until the ol rad
Hhts rio longer flash, This anplies
nat cnly to pUbiic highways bit
privata roads and parking lots.
Wotorists den't have 10 swop it they
dre driving in the opposite dredtion
of the bus on a highway wiers the
anes are separated by guardrail,
Jersey barmer, grass or frees,

Failing to stop is considered 3
meving violation, with 2 fine of up
0 $300 and or 2 suspension of
ana's driver's ficense for up to 30
days for the first viciation, if the
citgtion reslilts from lve video
surveiliance. the citation: carries a
raandatory $300 fins but is ot
deeried 10 be a moving vicigtion
that goes on one's driving resord.

pany’s headquarters ahove the
US. Homeland Security offices
ar 49 Pavillon Ave. in Providence.

Turee of those cameras are in
# box near the front of the bus;
two provide views of the snoom-
ing lanes of wraffie, and ore pro-
vides an 180-degree shot show-
ing the side of the bus. Four ram-
eras in the rear offer views of
lanes behind, inclading any cars
that may be approaching or pass-

ing fram the rear.

The live feads — one camera

* angle at a time from each bus —

are viewed, as they happen, by
thres Smart Bus Live amployees
who electionically tag any evi-
denice 0f 3 vioation.

In the case of Johnston, those
tagied images are ther electron-
fcaily sent 1o the Police Depart-
ment’s irafic division, where Lt
Dantel Pariifio and Sgt. Mare
Boisvert review the images fo see
if a citation s warranted. Boisv-
ert says that out of an abundance
of fairness, they don’t cite 3 driv-
er already at 0f near & bus when
the bus stops, but oniy those who
pass after some time nas elapsed.

“W's amaring,” Boisvert says,
“how many cars will pass seven
seconds after the lights have
started fashing.”

i Providence’s case, nfficers
from the police traffic division go
0 Smant Bus Live offices an Pa-
vilion Street and conduct reviews
there

*, No records are avafable as to
how many citations have been
dismissed, but oificers say they
are few, Johmston's Boisvert satd
that since the program went into
effect he and Lieutenant Parrilio
have heen subp d eight

ing measures had been exhaug-
ted.”

The Yemen: prisoner, also
known a5 Mohammad Abmed
Abduilah Saleh AlHapashi, had
been held without charge at
Guantsnanto  since  February
2002, Military records show the
alieged Taliban fighter was
about 3.

The suictde occurred late
Monday, but it was not revealed
by the military unit after a dozen
Journalists whi were covering a
military tribunai session left the
base near midday Tuesdsy. &
Defense Department official said
the reason was that the Yemen

Abaeut 100 of the 240 prisoners
at Guantanamo are from Yemen,
move than from any other nation,
Somme of the Yemenis at Guanta-
nanmo have been approved for
release from the prison for sever-
al vears but they are in imbo he-
cause the United States is unwill-
ing to release prisoners o Ye-
men, fearing the weak central
governyment there will be unsble
{o monitor and control them.

" The prisoner appears to have
jeined the long-running hunget
strike ar Guantaname, according
o medicat records previcusly re-
leased by the military in re-
sponse te a Freedom of Tnforma-

s weight was down to about
88 pounds in December 2005, He
weighed 124 pounds when he
was first taken to Guantanamo in
February 2002,

A prison spokesman, Navy Tt
Cmdr. Brook DeWait, confirmed
the incidert but deciined to dis-
cugs details.

DeWalt declined to say wheth-
er procedures have changed at
the prison as a resuit of the ap-
parent suicice,

(Guantanamo crivics said ihe
death underscores the urgent
nead to close the US, prison as
500N a5 possibie.

“This kind of desperation is

RN
Isiand.
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wermine the ca
surrounding the

The Jaint Ta
that the remain
e with “utrnost

US, author
nashi traveled
20 and aflege
fighting with th
iront tines. He |
ferent al-Qaida :
iated gusst ous
wred at Mazar
ing the upnsing

Detainee

Cantinued from Poge 47

think you need to give these people 2 fair
shake,” Sullivan says. So far, Noeri has re-
fused their help. He won't even see them.

The 1.8, {abeled Noori an enemy combat.
ant after the Northemn Alllance seized Ma-
zar-& Sharif from the Taliban in the first ma-
jor offensive in the war in Afghanisran foi.
lowing the Sept. 11 attacks, A U.S. military
tribunat continued to hold him sfter a review
in 2004 found he had fought on the Tatiban's
front lines as a Kalashniinv-toting guard for
the city's-governor and had served ag acting
governor for a period

But Sullivan and Sherman tell a different
tale, They say Noori was & low-level civil ser
vant warking for the government at the time:
the Talibun. The title “governor.” they say,
mieans he mediated water and boundary dis-
putes. "It's equivalent (o being 4 clerk,” Sulli-
wai, of Barringion, says. “If you re the mayor
of Warwich, you do more.” ’

They say an elder advised him 1 go with
Taliban forces wha were about te surrendar,
rekiing him he would than be rejeased o his
home south of the city, [nstead, the Northern
Alkiance tumed him aver to the Amaricans
ard herbecame ong of close 1o 800 Guantana-
mo detainees. Noori dented the charges. say-
ing through an interpreter he was a poor
man. I needed to survive, 36 | did work with
the government, whickk was at the tirne the
Taliban govertiment and | work with them
and that's the only mistake T made, but §
didn’t have a chaice becavse § had to provida
for my family.”

Sullivan and Sherman are chatienging
Noort's detention and restrictions placed on
another Afghan, Mohammed Vacoub. ¥a-
coub was reteased from Guantanamo 1o Al
ghanistan, where he was imprisoned for a
ume and stil carries the enemy combarant
lahel, they say. Naither man has been crimi-
nally charged.

The lawyers filed habeas corpus petitions
for bothvunder the Jegat principle that pris-
oners have the right to demand that the gov-
ernment prove if has just cause to hoid them.
Itis guaranteed in the Constitution, except in
cases of rebellion or invasion when public
safety may require it. X

Reger Williams University Schoot of Law
professor Peter 5, Margulies approached
Sherman in 2007 about representing detain-
ees. “He said, "How'd you like to do some-
thing interesting® " recalfed Sherman, wio
typically focuses on envirmmenta) and com-
mercial Jaw.

They mer with their law firm's manage-
ment, which gave them the go-ahead and has
picked up many of the cosis of the pro-bona
effort. They are amung more than 500 law-

241 detainees at
Guantanamo Bay

Guantanamo Bay is home fo a2 United
States navat base, on a 43-squara-mile tract
on the southeastern coast of Cubs, The land
was first leaged in 1903, and base oparstions
have continued even as the Uruted States cut
tes with Cuba when Fidel Cestro took over
the couniry, and today it may be hest known
for the detention center housed thers. |

Since 2002, about 864 people have been de-

{ained af Guantanamo as enemy combatants,
captured in the U.5.-led invasion of Afghani-
stan and the ensuing war on terrorism. Many
detainess have been released to their Nome
courtry o transferred to prisons in other
countries, Most have been detained af lonst
four years, but some have been at the facility
fot more than six years. Human-rights orga-
nizstions have criticized the facility, poinsing
to aliegations of human-rights abuse, torture,
and a short history of denying detainees basic
legal sights. Currently, there are 241 detainees
st} being held at the facility.
. President Obama campaigned on promises
to close the Guantanamo center by January
2810, Those efforss were blocked in May
when the Senate vofed against providing the
$80 miliion Mr. Obama said was needed fo
close it Benators voiced concerns about
where the defainees would go once released
and called for  clearer ptan for closing Guan-
tanamo.

Meanwhile, Mr. Obama has restarted a
military irial systern with more iegal rignis for
derainees. Thirteen detainees are already in
the tribunal system, including five charged in
connaction with the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

- = Tatig Buford

yers working with the Center for Constitu-
fenal Rights, o nonprefit dedicated to pro-
tecting constitutional and human rights. The
cases didn't gain traction unti) the U.8. Su-
preme Cowt ruled n-June 2008 that every
detainee had the right to challenge his deren-
tion in federal court,

The Bush administration had asserted the
government could hold an “enery combat-
ant” indefinitely if it was believed the dstain-
ee had supported forces engaged in hosni-
itles against the United States or ity partners,

Shortly after taking office in January,
President Obama issued an executive order
that Guantanamo Bay detention center close
by January 2010, He directed that the cases
of the 240 remaining Guaniznamo detainges
be reviewed to determine if they should be
relocated oy tried — a move that has drawn

criticiss from Repubiicans
over fears about detainees ¢

in March, Sulivan ad
frem Fort Lauderdale to
meet with Noori. They fraw
next morning 1o the mifan
ed in a veil-ike covering. &
ried them and abour six, off
McDonald's restaurant. The
aterted them that Noor mi
meet.

Sullivan sant i & nate, te
were noi ftom the govern
there fo help. Noori would
aote, “We had ne aption b
Sullivan said. They learne
back in Rhode Istand that §
the letter announcing thelr v
Sherman speculate that son
ciine to see attorneys becal
pressed or fear retribution.

By court order, Noori, o)
member, must agree to let
bim, The lawyers have now.
gator to track down his wife
consent, ihey do rot get ap
he might be feld in perperu

More than 800 defainess
leased so far, some o rep
abroad, Sixteen stiil being !
ered “high vaiae, " incfuding:
atar, aceording o the milita
Sherman do net know if Ne
65 defainees the United $t
prosecute.

Sherman and Sullivan vie
formation abour Nocriatas
Virginta. All iegal work invo
rial must remain on a hand
safe at the site. Al notes mu

1 have ne doubt that sor
are tarronists, but they sh
Sherman says. “They cant't s
Asked about his morivation,
“P'tit nat daing if as a politic
Going it ta vindicate the sysie
getting abused ”

It doesn't menter wheihe
Republicans are in power, hy
tainees deserve thelr day in-
reflection on {the United Sta
2 good reflection,” he said,

A spokesman for the U8
Justice deciined to discuss th
coub casas, But, spokesman |
the high court’s Jupe 2008
habeas Jawyers a chance 1o *
Iy for their client in court, Th
cess there.”

Responding te criticism a
nits holding of detainess to !
said, “That's one of the pi
Obama made the executive
We'Te going ta take 4 fresh b

kmuabeanetraja.coa f (401) 27774

nmes 1o be witnesses before the
state Traffic Tribunat, butin each
instance the trial never went for-
ward. He says he isit't aware of a
single instance when a citatien
has been overturned,

Cardy, the Smart Bus Live
owner, says he can't estimate
now many buses in Rhode fsland
will be equipped with the surveti-
lance eameras 2 year fram now.
He says it is a gradual process
that depends on how mexy cam-
eras the company can buay with
the money generated from the

{ines ~- an estimated $157,000 50

fax, bused om the company's
share of 899 fines,

“We really see thit as a deter-
rent, because the more drivers
know they could get caught pass-
ing 4 school bus, the fess likely
they will do it,” Cardi said. “Our
5101 33 ehikd safety.”

iujardiSprals.com # %01y 277-7504

Recruiter

Continued from Page 4]

for the Rhode Island Guard.
Hours after Flamand was
brought to Distriet Court on felo-
ty drug charges Tuesday, the
Rhode island Guard's command-
ing genersl, Maj. Gen. Robert T.
Bray, placed recruiting opera-
tions on “stand down® for five
datys for an audit of the recruiting
offices and refresher classss for
staff on ethics and legal training,
“The alleged actions of Techni-
cal Sergeant Richard Flamand
e not D Keeping with the core
values of the United Siates Air
Force ur the R.1. Nadonai Guard
and if sustained, ré'a gross vio-
lation of our sacred trust with the
peaple of Rhode {sland and the

cittzens of the United States,”
Bray st in a statement Tiesday
affernaon,

“Clearly, we have an obligation
1o determina if any orgarization-
4} practices ar culture had a con-
tribiitory role in ailowing this ai-
teged situation to develop unno-
ticed within oar workplace,” said
Bray, who also is the state adju-
tant general.

Flamend was arrested on
Maonday after mvestigators from
the state police High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area  Task
Force and the Air Forge Office of
Special Investigations seized co-
caifie, marijuana and several
thousand doses of prescripiion
medication, inchiding OxyCone
tin, Suboxene, methadone and
fiydrocodone, from his truck ang
his house 2033 Cirele Drive, Cay-
entry, aceording to the state po-

lice,

Forly grams of cocaine and
prescription  medication  were
found ar Flamand's office at the
Alr National Guard, the stale po-
lice said. Flamand had 37618,
which the state police said was
seized during the arrest.

State polise Capt. David S.
Neiil said the Air Force had con-
tacted his agency several weeky
ago after getting a tip that Fla-
mand was dealing grescription
drugs from his house and the re-
cruiting office, As the state police
investigared, they were able fo
buy drugs from Flamand af hig
novse, Neilt said.

Fianand [aces five fujony
charges: possession of cocaine of
one ounce to one kilvgram; pos-
session with intent to deiiver
schedyie B controlled drugs;
possessiorn with intent to deliver

schedule IV o
possession of o
Session of mariu

District Cot
LaFazia ordered
pending a bail he

Flamand was |
leved of duty a
suspanded, pendi
of the criminal ¢
fairs investigation
man LE Col, Den
tional Guard may
via the covrt-mar
der the Uniforme
itary Justice, 8 d¢
wall untl adjuc
criminal chargss,

“Wa're looking

“isofated ingident,’

team of recruiter

the deveiopments
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Police monitor school bus safety with
unmarked cars

Published: 1:05 a.m,, Thursday, January 21, 2010

Editor's note: Reporter Brittany Lyte spent two mornings following school buses with the New
Canaan Police Department.

By Brittany Lyte

On mornings when school is in session, New Canaan tikes and teens stand huddled at bus stops
and wait to pile onto the big yellow taxi for a ride to school. As the school bus slows to a halt
and its double doors push open to let New Canaan Public Schools students aboard, a stop sign
extends like an arm from the side of the bus.

All traffic on the road comes to a standstill as motorists brake their vehicles until the flashing red
octagon retreats -- or, at least, that is what should happen.

Since NCPS partnered with the New Canaan Police Depariment last month to bolster
enforcement of the law that punishes motorists for passing stopped school buses, officers have
caught at least one driver each week.

According to Officer Ron Bentley, one offender 1s one too many.

"The ones that we're getting are absolutely blatant school bus passes,” Bentley said. "Just total
disregard for the anyone's safety.”

The effort for increased compliance, called Operation Safe School Bus Stop, involves stationing
officers on school buses and in unmarked vehicles traveling behind buses.

Another program component is education.

"We need fo make clear that the owner of the vehicle is responsible if the operator of the vehicle
is not identified or produced,” Capt. Leon Krolikowski said. "Right now, that's not clear."

It is illegal to pass a stopped school bus that has its red warning lights activated. When these
lights are flashing, motorists must stop their vehicle at least 10 feet from the front of the bus and
at least 10 feet from the rear of the bus. Flashing yellow lights on a school bus should be treated
as a yellow traffic signal, which warns drivers to prepare to stop.

"If a kid is getting off the bus at school, and say he drops something that rolls under the bus and
goes to the other side of the bus, and he runs around -- if you hit the kid, you're not going to be



able to live with yourself," Bentley said. "And it's just because you wanted to go home and play
tennis or to do whatever it is you're rushing to do.

"You ruin several people's lives if you hit that child. Not only the child, but the family -~
everyone pays the price ... I'm not aware of any children getting hurt, but I know there have been
several close calls."

On any given day when school is in session, there are up to three officers following NCPS buses
along their morning routes in unmarked vehicles. Three mornings per week, Bentley begins his
school bus shift at 6:15 a.m. He spends those mornings monitoring motorists as he trails along
high school, middie school and elementary school bus routes. If a vehicle passes a standing bus,
he is prepared to stop the driver and serve him or her a $460 fine.

According to Bentley, there are three major arteries that run in and out of New Canaan: Route
123, Route 124 and Old Stamford Road. These three roads are hot spots for drivers who illegally
pass stopped school buses, he said.

"They're going to the train station, or wherever they're going, and they're in a hurry to go
nowhere," he said.

In the last 18 months, NCPD officers have investigated about 25 violations -- about 20 of which
have led to infractions, according to Krolikowski.

"I view violations of this sort close to driving while intoxicated -- it's that dangerous,"
Krolikowski said.

Many of these offenses have occurred on school grounds, he said.
"It's probably parents," he said. "It's probably someone associated with the school.”

Bentley agrees. Two weeks ago, a Saxe Middle School psychologist earned a $460 fine for
passing a stopped bus on school property, he said.

"The majority of the people that complain [about motorists passing buses] are New Canaan
residents; the majority of the people that get caught are New Canaan residents," Bentley said.
"You look at them, and you're like, 'You're the one who wants us to enforce this, yet you're
domg it."

NCPS school buses are outfit with three video cameras: one inside the rear of the bus that
monitors the students, one that records students as they enter and exit the bus and another about 2
feet behind the flashing stop sign. That third camera is positioned to record images of the
motorists, vehicles and license plates that pass the bus when if is stopped.

Unfortunately, Krolikowski said, the video footage is not recognized as evidence of a violation.
Before an officer can enforce the law, the statute requires that either an officer see the violation
or a bus driver submit a description of the vehicle and the motorist.



It's difficult for bus drivers to give a description of the motorist when his or her focus is on the
road and the children, Bentley said.

"All he can see is that yes, a car went through a stop sign,” he said.

According to Police Commission Chairman Jim Cole, the commission and department are
working to secure stricter enforcement of the current law and enhanced penalties like court
appearances, misdemeanor violations or mandatory license suspensions.

"There are a lot of roads coming in from New York to New Canaan filled with people trying to
catch the train," Bentley said. "They'll get behind a bus and they'll get very impatient, so they'll
pass the bus. Now, if you pass a bus over a double line, it's about a $1,000 ticket because if's
passing in a no-passing zone, it's a failure to drive right and it's passing a standing school bus. So
it's roughly around $1,000 just because they wanted to be impatient.”

The court doesn't show any leniency when it comes to school bus passing, he said.
"If you know that a bus is routinely on this road at this time, 7:30 a.m., be on the road prior to

that time so that you don't get stuck behind the bus," Bentley said. "Leave a little earlier while
school is in session. It's an obvious fix."




Motorists slapped with fines
By Frank Maceachern
Staff Writer

Source: SCNI
Monday,February 1, 2010
Edition: Greenwich Time, Section: News, Page A001

By Frank MacEachern
Staff Writer

Some of the reasons motorists give after they are nabbed for passing a stopped school bus
with its red lights flashing defy logic, said an officer in the town's traffic unit.

"They'll say: 'Was it a yellow bus, I didn't see it.' I can't believe you can miss a yellow
bus with flashing red lights," said Sgt. John Slusarz. "They are made to be seen," Slusarz
said in disbelief,

Police last Monday launched Adopt-a-Bus, a campaign to nab, as well as educate, drivers
who speed by stopped school buses. Police said they have been receiving numerous
complaints of drivers passing stopped buses.

Part of that education is reminding drivers traveling in both directions that they have to
stop. That also applies to motorists on the four-lane Route 1, said Officer Roger Drenth.

As he wheeled his unmarked Dodge Charger behind a school bus on a morning last week,
Drenth said many motorists on Route 1 believe they don't have to stop for school buses if

they are traveling in the opposite direction.

"Sometimes they don't know or they get confused,” he said. "Other times they do it
deliberately because they are late for work and they just drive by."

Drenth said motorists, especially commuters, are creatures of habit, Jeaving their homes
at the exact time every day to get to work.

But when they get delayed on the road, often they will take shortcuts, even if it means
passing a stopped school bus, he said.

"They will say they did it because they are late for work," said Drenth, adding that
commuters should give themselves a little extra time before heading to work.

"How hard is it to go into work five minutes early?" he asked.




It's a stiff $460 fine for passing a stopped school bus, but officers don't budge when they
give out the ticket, Drenth said.

"None of the guys have any qualms about giving tickets -- what price do you put on the
life of a child?" he said. "We have been blessed because no child has been hit." Drenth
couldn't recall a car hitting a student in town in his more than two-decade career with the
department.

To beet up the three-man traffic unit to five officers, Chief David Ridberg approved
temporarily transferring marine unit officers.

The town's 21 schools are fed by 117 bus routes, Drenth said. Of the nine tickets handed
out during the first three days of the blitz, six came from officers following a bus
delivering students to Convent of the Sacred Heart on King Street, Drenth said.

Most of those tickets were issued on Route 1 in Cos Cob, he said.

"We probably could have had more, but we ran out of officers," said Drenth, adding that
two cruisers nabbed offenders within minutes of one another Tuesday moming as they
followed the same bus en route to Sacred Heart.

The nine tickets issued were a sobering statistic to Thomas Bobkowski, Greenwich
Public Schools’ director of safety and security.

"I'm kind of shocked the number is that high. It's kind of scary that many people are
passing stopped school buses,” he said. "I would think more adults to look at the
ramifications of passing a school bus."

Bradsiey Rumble isn't surprised by the tickets issued.

Currently assistant manager and safety officer with Student Transportation of America,
which provides bus transportation for Greenwich students, Rumble began as a bus driver
18 years.

"In my time, ] have seen near misses on the road and it's something our drivers still
b
experience,” he said.

His office is located near the New York Sports Clubs facility in Stamford just across the
town line from Old Greenwich.

"It happens on a regular basis; sometimes people don't know about the law and how strict
it is, some people are not paying attention, and some think it doesn't apply to them,"
Rumble said. "Not to mention cell phones, it is one of the biggest distractions really."

School bus drivers are urged to drive carefully and to give motorists appropriate time to
stop, he said.




Drenth said motorists shouldn't be surprised if an unmarked cruiser emerges from behind
school bus to chase a violator. Police plan to continue the campaign in the coming weeks.

"The chief said we can do this as much as we can," he promised.

Staff Writer Frank MacEachern can be reached at frank.maceachern@scni.com or 203-
625-4434,
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Bolice to crack down on motorisis

passing stopped school buses
By Frank MacEachern, Staff Writer

Pubdished: 1028 pom., Sunday, January 24, 2040

Motorists who drive by a school bus when it's
stopped with its red lights flashing may find
‘themselves digging deep into their wallets to pava
ticket.

Today, police launch a safety eampaign dubbed Lease asmart fortwo pure coupe
. R $164/me. I ncs. B99Y down

Operation Adopt-a-Bus, where officers in

wnmarked cruisers will follow & school bus to catch

any motorists who pass a stopped school bus with flashing lights. The fine for the first offense is

$460.

Thomas Bobkowski, director of safety and security with Greenwich Public Schools, welcomed the
initiative.

"This is something that came to us out of the traffic division which we thought was a wonderful
idea,” he said. "Anything that can enhance student safety, we are 100 percent behind."

Bobkowski, who worked for 28 years as a police officer in Monroe before joining the public school
system three vears ago, said it was an infraction he always took seriously while in law

enforcement.

"That was one of the violations that I would never bend on, the fact vou could harm a child by not
stopping.” '
He regularly monitors school bus stops and hasn't seen a violation vet, ke said, but parents who do

notice it are quick to either telephone or report it to the school system on its Web site. He said they

also will call police.

Bobkowski said no students have been struck by a vehicle this school year, nor have there been
any near misses reported to him, But still; theve have been cases of motorists passing schocl buses,

sometimes without knowing they are commitiing an offense, he said.

"On the Post Road, because it is a four-lane highway, sometimes they are not sure they have to

stop (if they are going in the other direction). Sometimes they do it because they are late for work.
No matter what the reason is, they have to obey the red flashing lights on the bus,"” he said.

Motorists have to stop at least 10 feet in front of or behind a bus when the red lights are activated.

http://www.greenwichtime.com/local/article/Police-to-crack-down-on-motorists-passing-st... 1/25/2010
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The law applies to school property as well.

A spokesman for New Jersey-based Student Transportation of America, which provides bus
service to Greenwich schools, said the crackdown will ensure student safety especially during
high-traffic periods.

"We weicome any enforcement and assistance especially in 2 town like Greenwich that has a high
number of commuters coming inn and out at the same time our buses pick up kids," said John

Stang, the company's Atlantic region director of operations,

The company’s drivers report everything at the end of their shift and Stang said police take their

information seriously.

"The police department is very good about following up; they follow up with everything we turn in

and I know they will issue citations.”

Staff Writer Frank MacEachern can be reached at frank.maceachern@scni.com or 203-625-4434.

Cbhama Urges Homeowners to Refinance
APR as low as 3.616%!

S ma B s e -
neERennsnekaras

Refinance Now at 3.7% APR
$160,000 mortgage under $752/mo. Free, No Ohligation.

¥

geRafing

Ads by Yahoo!

http://www. greenwichtime.com/iocal/article/Police-to-crack-down-on-motorists-passing-st...  1/25/2010



{i«?m’;fégf:f.f’a £ Fiding st

it

News from New York Association for Punil Transsoration

For more information contact: Peter Mannelia, 518-463-4937

Hlegal Passing Is Dangerous to Our Children
Cameras on Brewster School Buses to Help Deter Violators

ALBANY, NY (04/30/2009; 1800)(readMedia)-- Calling illegal passing of school
buses an ominous risk for our children, the New York Association for Pupil
Transportation announced that it is working with the Governor's Traffic Safety
Committee 1o deploy advanced technology in the Brewster Central School
District to apprehend drivers who pass school buses that are stopped to pick up
or drop off students.

This new technology comes in the form of an MPH-900 Advanced License Plate
Reader manufactured by ELSAG, North America. The ELSAG equipment is
currently in use by dozens of police agencies across New York State to aid in
major law enforcement activities. Use of the ELSAG MPH-200 in Brewster is
being supported under a pilot project through a grant to NYAPT from the
Governor's Traffic Safety Committee and the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.

NYAPT Executive Director, Peter Mannella, noted "illegal passing of schooil
buses presents a terrible risk for our children. Our children are entitied to know
that they can get onto and off of their school bus each day without fear of injury
or death. Motorists — our neighbors and families -- need to STOP for our
children's sake. We hope this technology will help call attention 1o the extent of
the problem!”

U.S. Representative John Hall (D-19) stated that: "Today we are announcing a
significant effort to keep the children of Brewster safe from reckless drivers.
Sadly, all too often drivers ignore stop signs that warn drivers that small children
are crossing the street on their way to or from school. Statistics from the NY
Association for Pupil Transportation show that motorists pass stopped school
buses at least 50,000 times each day in New York State. The consequences can
be fatal. Injury to even one child is unacceptable, and reckless drivers need to be
punished. But to be punished, they must be caught, which where the cameras,
built by ELSAG, which is headquartered right here in Brewster, come in. This
project is a great example of a partnership between the private sector, local and
state government, and the federal government that provided a grant from the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. I'm pleased to support federal




transportation safety initiatives from my position on the House Transportation
Committee because these sorts of projects, like the one we're talking about
today, quite literally save lives.”

This innovative and cutting edge effort to help combat such a dangerous problem
is being deployed on school buses in three school districts for the remainder of
the school year. Under the project NYAPT intends to demonstrate the
effectiveness of such devices in identifying and apprehending motorists who
pass school buses illegally and therefore endanger our children. NYAPT also
intends to use the experience with the cameras to drive home the message 1o
motorists that this is not only illegal activity but also is dangerous for our children.
Accordingly, the pilot project will include public education and issuance of formal
warnings 1o violators.

NYAPT wants to remind the public that the law requires vehicles to STOP for a
school bus that is stopped and has its red flashing lights engaged. Those flashing
red lights mean that a child is about to board the school bus or step down from
the school bus. In short, all vehicles moving in either direction are required by law
to STOP. Violators face stiff penalties that include fines and points on one's
license in addition o possible time in jail. NYAPT notes the startling fact that,
despite the law, motorists pass stop school buses at least 50,000 times each day
in New York State. That is at least 50,000 times every day that a child is placed
at great risk of being injured or even killed.

In addition to a school bus in the Brewster Central Schools, the project will equip
schooi buses from the Bethlehem Central School District and the Canandaigua

City School District.

For further information on this important pilot project or on the overall issue of
ilegal passing of school buses, please contact Peter Mannella at the New York
Association for Pupil Transportation at 518-463-4937 or cell at 518-588-3924.

-30-
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Globe photo by Wendy Maeda

A school bus this morning on Mount Auburn Street in Watertown. The town was among those
targeted in a crackdown on motorists who fail to stop for buses.

By Christina Pazzanese, Globe Correspondent

Local police departments across the state were cut in force this morning handing motorists who
failed to stop for school buses as they picked up chiidren an unpleasant surprise: a $250 ticket.



Dubbed “Operation Yellow Blitz,” over 110 cities and towns in Massachusetts set up early morning
or afternoon patrols today to coincide with National School Bus Safety Week.

The undercover sting has so far nabbed 76 drivers statewide, according to Registry of Motor
Vehicles, which coordinated the operation.

Woburn drivers topped the list with nine violations issued, followed by seven in Watertown, while
Brockton and North Reading motorists each racked up six, according to data provided by the
Registry of Motor Vehicles. Over 60 communities did not give out any citations.

Now in its fifth year, the effort is part of a push by Governor Deval Patrick’s administration to make
drivers more aware they’ll face stiff penalties if they flout a state law that requires traffic in both
directions to stop when school buses turn on their flashing red lights.

Registry officials gathered on North Beacon Street and on Mt. Auburn Street in Watertown shortly
after 7 a.m. today as police pulled over and cited seven drivers for passing a school bus while
children were boarding.

Registrar of Motor Vehicles, Rachel Kaprielian called the blitz is a “powerful deterrent” and warned
the agency and police have “zero tolerance” for scoftlaws.

“This is ensuring that people are in fact stopping for school buses,” she said. “The cargo inside is
too precious.”

Drivers ticketed by police are hit with a $250 fine for a first offense; a second offense carries a $500
fine and an automatic suspension of a motorist’s driver license for 60 days, said Ann Dufresne, a

registry spokeswoman.

Violators who rack up two citations within a two-year period - will be saddled with a $1,000 fine and
lose their driving privileges for six months, she said.

Many motorists tell police they aren’t aware that traffic in both directions must stop for a school
bus, not just those traveling behind or in an adjacent lane, said Sgt. Joseph Deignan of the
Watertown Police Department.

And their excuses are pretty weak.

“Most of it’s, ‘I didn’t know, I didn’t see it,”” said Deignan.

Based on complaints reported by bus drivers, police and other citizens, the Registry has sent out just
over 1800 warning letters to suspected rule breakers this year, said Dufresne.

Those who have received two warning letters will be called in for an administrative hearing, she
said.




50,000 cars pass school buses every day : New
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According to a new report from Newsday today, 2.3 million children in New York State ride the
bus to school everday and over 50,000 times per day. Students in that state are at risk for
getting hit by a car every single day, according to John McCormick, president of the New York
Association for Pupil Transportation.

In June 2006, Chana Friedlander, 5 was killed when a passing motorist struck her as she crossed
the street to board her school bus.

In the five years from 2002 to 2007, 75 children were reported injured by vehicles that had
passed their stopped school buses, transportation officials said.

New York State has had a school bus safe stop program for nearly 14 years and in that time, they
have been successful in eliminating fatalities caused by passing school buses and created
awareness on the roads that the state is serious about stop arm violations.




The program is so successtul because it works at the community level and not the state level.
Local communities adopt and maintain their own programs in their own ways, crafted to suit
their own communities.

Our town, Jackson, NJ also has a stop arm violation problem which puts our own children at risk
each and every day.  On one stop alone, vehicles have passed the school bus on over 20
different occasions on the 50mph East Veterans Highway.

Those instances were reported to the school district, who refused to act or to report those
violations to the Jackson Township Police Department. 1/3 of Jackson’s buses are equipped
with onboard external video cameras, costing taxpayers over $30,000, but the Board of
Education and the district refuse to acknowlege the problem. T hey have also refused to turn
those cameras on and begin monitoring the stop arm violation problem in our town in order to
effectively identify possible violation hot spots.

We have begun an online petition to ask our Board of Education to turn on the cameras and start
working with the Jackson Township Police Department and Ocean County Prosecutors to take
proactive measures to protect our childre. We have also asked to limit our children’s exposure to
stop arm violations and rear end accidents by re evaluating the location of bus stop on 50 mph
highways.  So far the district has balked at safety. They have balked at protecting our
children.
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Putting a Stop to Illegal Passing

With an increasing number of motorists passing school buses illegaliy each day in the
U.S., school officials are turning to law en orcement, video technology and the media to
counteract the high rate of stop arm violations, which unnecessarily put children’s lives
in danger,

by By Claire Atkinson, Senior Editor

We see the headlines every day, from all parts of the country. From the Port St. Lucie {Fla.) News: “St. Lucie
County law enforcement says many bus stop accidents can be avoided.” From the Lake County (II.) News-Sum:
“Police crack down on school bus passers.” From the Times & Democrat in Orangeburg, S.C.: “School openings
mean more traffic, more crashes, more efforts to change trend.”

The news is full of stories warning motorists to be aware of buses and students, especially at the beginning of the
school year. Yet drivers continue to pass school buses illegally, putting law enforcement officials and pupil
transportation professionals at their wits’ end. How to get through to the public that when the stop sign is out and
the red lights are flashing, all vehicles must stop?

The Pupil Transportation Safety Institute recently issued a public service announcement, in which Syracuse (N.Y.)
City School District Transportation Director Pat Bailey warns of the severity of the illegal-passing problem and
urges motorists to stop when a school bus' lights are flashing and the stop arm is activated.

In a guide to reducing illegal passing of the school bus released by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, the agency cites reasons for the frequency of stop arm viclations. Often, violations are not
reported because it is difficuit for school bus drivers to gather the information needed to prosecute motorists. In
addition, the law goes unenforced in many areas because police officers are not on hand to catch violators. Lastly,
the public is largely ignorant of the law prohibiting the passing of a school bus when the stop sign is activated and
red lights are fiashing; many are also not aware that the law applies to vehicles on both sides of undivided roads.

Ron Kinney, director of government and industry relations for First Student, tells a story from his days as a school

2/2/2010 4:25 PM
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bus driver of parking his bus to escort children across the street (as required by law for elementary students in
Catifornia) and having to prevent a mother from running over her own children getting off the bus, “She ran the
red lights, and I said, ‘What are you doing? These are your kids I'm trying to get across the street here,”” Kinney
recalls. “l.et me tell you, she did not see the bus.

“There are some idiots out there — don't get me wrong — but for the most part, people that run the red lights are
folks that are right there in your own community,” he continues. “"Some of them even have kids on your buses.
They’re not doing it to be malicious. In fact, they dont even know that they do it, half the time.”

“{ think as long as you or I are on this earth, we're going to continue to have [violations],” says Larry Bluthardt,
Kansas state director of pupil transportation, “until it strikes home, where there’s a catastrophe, and then in that
area, you'll see everyone start to pay more attention.”

This fack of awareness on the part of motorists — who are often in a rush, driving on “autopilot” or distracted by
cell phones or other devices — means that the problem will never disappear compietely. But with the combined
efforts of school officials, transportation experts, parents, police and communities, violations can be held at a
minimum, reducing risk and saving lives.

Outreach to the public

Kinney theorizes that motorists need to be “reprogrammed” to recognize new obstacles or signals while driving.
“They go down the same road every day, and their mind is a mile away thinking about something else,” he says.
On the other hand, the drivers who do see the school bus sometimes get frustrated that it's blocking their path,
prompting them to make a risky pass on the left or even the right side of the bus. Some are so angered by the
preserce of the bus on the road that they call the school to complain.

Bluthardt recommends that school transportation personnel be prepared for these calls. "What we tell folks when
they start calling is, 'Call the transportation office, ask them what time that bus is going to be coming by, and then
alter your route,” he explains. “We've even had bus schedules published in local newspapers,”

Cutreach to the public can be a crucial component in a program to reduce stop arm vioclations. If the public is more
aware of pupil transportation in their community, they will be more likely to “see” the bus and stop when the red
lights are flashing.

In North Carolina, the Department of Crime Control and Public Safety, in partnership with the Department of
Public Instruction (DPI), has established “Operation Stop Arm” to crack down on violations,

According to Derek Graham, section chief of transportation services for DPL, the North Carolina State Highway
Patrol has been working to reduce traffic violations around school buses during Operation Stop Arm for the past
several years.

“It was precipltated when on a single day in two different counties, we had three students struck by passing
motorists,” Graham says. There were no fatalities, but law enforcement agencies were prompted to take action.

The departments hold a joint press conference to kick off the safety-themed week and to raise public awareness
about the problem of illegal passing. Then, throughout the week, state troopers foliow bus routes in marked and
unmarked units to catch motorists in the act of running school bus stop signs.

According to bus driver surveys collected by DPI, approximately 2,300 vehides a day drive by school buses
displaying the red flashing lights and stop sign. North Carolina experienced six student fatalities during the period
of 1999 to 2004. In 2007, troopers followed 1,260 buses and rode along on 23 buses during Gperation Stop Arm;,
resulting in 17 tickets issued to motorists for passing a stopped school bus.,

DPI also maintains a school bus safety Website at www, ncbussafety.org that provides links to statistics tracking
stop arm viglations in the state, articles from the media covering the issue, data collection forms for bus drivers to

2/2/2010 4:25 PM
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use in reporting stop arm violations, and other rescurces.

National School Bus Safety Week — held each year during the third week of October — can also be a good time for
communities to hold awareness events and publish notices in local newspapers to reach out to the public,
“Unfortunately, it doesn't always get to all the people it needs to get tc because there are just so many people on
the road,” Kinney says, "I{'s just like all the other traffic situations we have. Even now we have cameras that take
your picture at the light-controlied signals, but that doesn't stop people.”

Training for bus drivers and passengeis
With such a high level of risk from passing motorists, responsibility for protecting children during loading and
unloading also Hes with the school bus driver,

The state of New York requires drivers to [earn a universal crossing signal that notifies children when it's safe to
cross the streef, Jim Ellis, transportation director at Moravia (N.Y.) Central School District, helped create a guide
to bus stop safety (available online at www.emsc.nysed.gov/schoolbus; dick on "SBSIOBSAAT") that details safe
crossing procedures. Training drivers to be aware of traffic conditions around the bus and to maintain eye contact
with students waiting to cross is critical to ensuring their safety. Similarly, students also need to be trained to
watch for the bus driver’s signal, and to be aware of oncoming traffic during loading and unloading.

Many pupil transportation officials from California are proponents of the state’s requirement that school bus drivers
escort elementary students who need to cross the street before boarding or after disembarking the bus. Cfficials
frorm other states sometimes contend that this practice conflicts with laws prohibiting the driver from exiting the
bus while students are on board. '

Kinney, who is a former director of pupil transportation for the California Department of Educaticn and past
president of the California Association of School Transportation Officials and the National Association of State
Directors of Pupil Transportation Services, says the driver-escorted crossing policy has saved countless lives since
it was adapted in the state in 1953, “If you look at all the equipment and lights and the bells and the whistles that
are put on those buses, none of those has stopped people from running the red lights, nor do I think they will,” he
explains. "The driver, like a crossing guard, during the escort ensures that a safety zone is there for the children to
cross the street.”

Partnering with law enforcement

Some municipalities reguire that the driver of the vehide be identified in order to prosecute a stop arm violation.
School bus drivers have heen able to note the license plate number of the vehicle in many cases, identifying the
owner of the vehicle, but getting a description of the driver is far more difficult, especially while behind the wheel
of a schooi bus full of children.

Some school districts work with their city attorneys to enact an ordinance altowing viclations to be prosecuted
based on the reported license plate numbers. “They find the registered owner and mail the owner a notice to
appear,” Bluthardt explains. However, "Some cities won't allow it, because they need to identify the driver of the
suspect vehicle. But bus drivers are watching the students get on and off, who's sitting down, who's fighting on the
bus and the other motorists around. And now you want them to see what color of hair that person has? It's
ridiculous.”

Biuthardt advises transportation directors that if they still face high numbers of stop arm violations after making
an outreach effort to the public, they should invite the local chief of police or county sheriff to the next school
board meeting. "Have the members of the board and some of the bus drivers who are having this ongoing
prablem address the issue {o the chief of police or county sheriff or both, and let them see the statistics.”

Bluthardt suggests that schools work with law enforcement to have officers watch the routes where the most
infractions oceur, Having an officer ride on the school bus and radio a unit parked nearby when an illegal pass is
made is another effective way to catch motorists. Because police are practiced in reporting vehicles when a traffic
violation oceurs, they will be able to guickly identify and communicate the necessary information. If officers are
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present on certain routes for a week, or on unannounced days, the word starts to spread to the motoring public,
Bluthardt says. "When they start doing the fine and court cost — and not only that, they're being detained when
they're already late to work — that really seems to hurt.”

Kinney points out that drivers seem to go off autopilot when cops are out on the roads, "They seem to always
come back to reality when there is a law enforcement car in the area,” he says. “Their mind’is not wandering off
about what they're going to do at the store when they get there and go shopping.”

At Clay Community Schools in Brazil, Ind., Director of Transportation Frank Misner says his drivers were getting
frustrated with frequent stop arm violations, so he asked the police to get involved. For more than 10 years,
Misner has been training drivers to contact the dispatcher with the license plate numbers of motorists who pass
their buses illegally. "The police monitor our frequency, and if they are in the area, they will catch them on the
spot,” he says. The dispatcher then notifies the {ocal prosecutor, who contacts the owner of the vehicle,

Misner recommends that other districts get in touch with local law enforcement to work together in a similar
manner. “Several of our local, county and state police have relatives that drive for us, so it was easy to get them
involved,” he explains, As a result, Misner says that the number of violations has decreased. “You wil} still have
people who are in a hurry or not paving attention, but for the most part, [viclations] are down.”

{+PAGEBREAK+} Devices and equipment

Many companies and individuals invelved in school bus security and video recording technology have begun
engineering products to help prevent stop arm violations or to help law enforcement prosecute motorists who pass
the school bus illegally.

The AlertStar system focuses on three areas of concern with regard to school bus safety: illegal passing, onboard
incidents, and loading and unloading. The system includes exterior-mounted cameras to capture vehicle
information of motorists who pass the bus illegally, an interior camera system to monitor onboard activities, and a
systemn of LED lights and audible signals outside the bus to warn children to stay out of the danger zone during
loading and unloading.

According to AlertStar Corp. Chairman Brian Wesley, the system can be customized to accommodate the needs of
different schoo! bus operations. In addition, AlertStar has been refining the system during a testing project at Mesa
(Ariz.} Public Schools (MPS), "Qur tests have resulted in a number of improvements to our system, and we are
now moving to our final phase that includes installation on 10 MPS buses,” Wesley says.

He reports that in a 23-day period, a single bus experienced 104 violations, or an average of 4.5 violations per
day. "That was 104 times in one month when children were unnecessarily and negligently put at risk,” Wesley
says.

Cameras mounted on both sides of the bus photograph the driver and license plate of vehicles that pass the school
bus illegally, whether they approach from the front or rear of the bus and then attempt to pass on either the left or
right side. The photos are then sent to AlertStar's processing center, matched with motor vehicle registration
information and forwarded to the local police depariment, much like stop light camera photos that are also
subcontracted to third party processors. “We have trained, certified people that do the first step in the processing,
but the final decision is always made by the appropriate law enforcement agency in the community,” Wesley
explains.

In order to make the AlertStar system more affordable for school districts, revenue generated by paid citations is
shared with the school to pay for and maintain the systems instalied on each bus,

After the MPS testing project is complete, AlertStar plans to make the system available to other school districts

beginning in 2009, “We already have six other communities that have indicated a real interest, so that's our
objective,” Wesley says.
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As reported in SBF's November 2007 issue, Charles Bennett has designed a red flag that extends from the school
bus’ stop sign and hangs in the path of passing traffic. A year later, Bennett's device has attracted the attention of
lawmakers in Louisiana.

State Rep. Jane Smith intreduced a resolution asking the Louisiana Department of Education to conduct a study of
devices and methods that could prevent illegal passing of school buses, including Bennett’s flag. The resolution
passed both houses over the summer, Bennett reports, and he is waiting to hear from Department of Education
officials about the study. After the study is completed, the department will issue a proposal to the Legislature as to
what devices or methods should be required at school bus operations.

In designing and testing the flag, Bennett installed it on about 10 buses at Bossier Parish (La.) Schools, where he
served as transportation director. After retiring, he redesigned the flag to improve the extension mechanism.

“It did work — it stopped traffic,” Bennett says. “Cars would turn around and follow the bus and apologize for
running, when they did — it would scare them to death. A red flag just automatically means stop or pay attention.
And this is something they're not used to seeing.”

In Kansas, some school districts have installed white strobes that are constantly illuminated, Bluthardt says.
Despite some complaints from the public over the brightness of the lights, one of the districts had a major
reduction in stop arm violations. “It was like something just lit up with drivers that said, ‘Stay away,” he says.
“Whatever the case may be, it worked.”

Legisiative support
Every state has school bus traffic violation laws on the books, but in recent years, many legislators have begun to
introduce faws making penalties harsher or streamlining methods of reporting violators,

In Arkansas, state Sen. Kim Hendren introduced Act 718 of 2007, which allowed school authorities to report
violations to the local prosecutor. But due to low reporting rates, Hendren plans to introduce amended language or
a separate law to increase the number of violations that are reported and end up being prosecuted, and to
improve overall school bus safety.

Hendren hopes to link some funding to enforcement of the laws prohibiting stop arm violations. He would also like
to make it possible for motorists on the road to call 911 when they see another driver make an illegal pass. The
proposed legislation would also include a requirement that all school buses have notices on the back instructing
motorists to stop when the red lights are flashing, Hendren explains.

“Local prosecutors and sheriffs need to be held accountable to the public,” Hendren says. ™I continue to believe
that the owner of the vehicle should be held responsible. This would eliminate this question of who was driving.”

Hendren reports that the Huntsvilie (Ark.) School District has installed cameras to monitor iliegal passers and
legislators are learning about the costs associated with the equipment based on the experiences in Huntsville.
*Advances in technology are making this tool more practical, and I hope we could get some taxpayer funds for this
program,” Hendren says.

In Rhode Island, both houses of the General Assembly recently passed legisiation — the School Bus Safety
Enforcement Act — autherizing schools to operate real-time, digital video carnera systems to detect and maonitor
school bus law traffic violations, Under the law, schools wiil contract with private companies to install and maintain
live video camera systems for the principal purpose of catching stop arm violators. Vendors will be reimbursed
with revenue generated from paid tickets, receiving 75 percent of the funds. The remaining 25 percent is split
evenly between the state’s general fund and the rmunicipality in which the violation occurred.

Schoo! buses in the state will have signs indicating the use of monitoring systems, and violators receive a $300 fine
and license suspenston for up to 30 days.
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SmartBus Live, a company producing live-feed digital video systems out of Providence, R.1., has begun installing
cameras on school buses around the state. The live video feed is monitored by an attendant stationed at a central
monitoring office, who marks places in the feed that show a vehicle passing the school bus illegally. The license
plate numbers are then recorded and submitted to local law enforcement for ticketing.

Over the past 37 years, 1,151 deaths of schoolchildren have occurred during bus loading and univading. Of those,
441 (38 percent) have been caused by a vehicle passing the bus illegally. In the 2006-07 school year, 57 percent
of fatalities were caused by a vehicle passing the bus iliegally.

Source: National School Bus Loading & Unloading Survey 2006-2007, Kansas State Department of Education

A comprehensive resource

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s "Best Practices Guide: Reducing Iliegal Passing of School
Buses” is available online at hitp: //www.nhtsa, dot. gov/people/injury/buses/2000schoolibus/index,htm. The guide
contains detailed information about the problem of illegal passing, including statistics from across the U.5., as well
as descriptions of successful programs initiated by school districts and law enforcement agencies. The Website also
lists resources for districts looking to start their own program to reduce iliegal passing.

Case Study: New York assesses viclation rates, warns motorists with license plate
reader

Earlier this year, the New York Association for Pupil Transportation (NYAPT)} launched a pilot brogram with
Syracuse (N.Y.) City School District (SCSD) to equip a school bus with a license plate reader that would capture
vehicle information of motorists who pass the bus illegally.

Funding for the project was provided by a grant from the Governor's Traffic Safety Commitiee and the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The pHlot was held in conjunction with the state’s Operation Safe Stop Day, when law enforcement agencies across
the state partner with school districts to catch stop arm violations. After this year’s event on April 2, police in 41
participating counties reported 1,171 violations. The licerise plate reader was unveiled at a media event that day
and was installed on an SCSD school bus through June, for a total of two and a half months.

“The media in Syracuse was incredible covering what was going on with that bus so it was getting out to the public
all the time,” SCSD Transportation Director Patricia Bailey says. "We had press conferences every other week, and
the media was there, reporting back on what's going on and how serious [the problem] is.”

The reader, known as the Mobile Plate Hunter (or MPH-500) is manufactured by ELSAG North America in
Greensboro, N.C. The automatic license plate recognition technology is activated when the school bus’ stop arm is
out and red lights are flashing, and it only records information for vehicles that make an ilegal pass, either
approaching the vehicle from the front or behind, according to Lud Sheehan, the company’s vice president of
federal operations. “The police department gets a report with a picture of the plate, the time and date, and GPS
coordinates of the incident,” she explains.

NYAPT Executive Director Peter Mannella said in a podcast with ELSAG's parent company, Finmeccanica, that the
association had estimated stop arm viplations to be at about 50,000 per day across the state before the pilot
program. After the program was completed, the number of reported violations put that estimate at closer to
80,000 per day. “We ran the bus for 41 days and had 68 illegal passes, which is just over one and a haif a day,”
Mannelia said.
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In New York, law enforcement officials need the license plate number, make and mode! of the vehicle, and a
general description of the driver in order to prosecute a stop arm violation. Polic in the state had been using
FLSAG technology for other purposes. “We engineered it a little bit differently for the school bus,” Sheehan says.
The camera uses an infrared beam to detect the passing vehicle when the school bus” stop arm is activated.

NYAPT applied for a grant to address the probiem of stop arm violations, motivated by the frustration of not being
able to successfully prosecute violations due to a lack of necessary evidence, "We can't ask the drivers to get all
this information,” Mannella said. The license plate recognition technology being used by law enforcement was
identified as a potential solution.

The school bus eguipped with the Mobile Plate Hunter drove a different route each week to help assess traffic
patterns in different areas of the city. Although the number of violations remains high, Bailey says her drivers
have naticed motorists being more careful around school buses. “Passing was more prominent on streets that had
several lanes instead of just one,” she explains. "People are just busy, and they're not paying attention. It's gotten
a little bit better, though, I have to say.”

“1 think they were very smart in moving it around to get different behavior on different routes,” Sheehan says. 1
can see some routes where you would want [the equipment] all the time, and other routes where it's less of a
problem where an occasional enforcement action might make sense.”

Bailey believes that equipping about a tenth of a school district’s fleet with cameras would balance route coverage
with the high expenses associated with the technology. Then, she says, "Those buses go all throughout the area,
people see thern, the word gets ocut that people are getting tickets from these buses with cameras, and they just
never know which ones have them.”

To listen to the full 15-minute interview with New York Association for Pupil Transportation Executive Director
Peter Mannella discussing the Syracuse City Schools license plate reader pilot project, visit
hitp://www.elsagna. comy/news, asp.

Copyright © 2010 School Bus Fleet. All Rights Reserved.
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Study Shows lllegal Passing of Stopped School
Buses a Serious Problem in
Florida: Need for Improved Information,
Enforcement Policies Recommended

Parents in Florida have long fretted that publicly-operated school buses
without seatbelts make traveling to and from school dangerous for everyone
onboard the buses. However, a study recently completed by the Center for
Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) for the Florida Department of Education
(DOE) shows that a potentially greater danger to public school children is
private motorists who do not stop for stopped school buses. In winter 1994,
two children were fatally injured when struck by private motorists who ran
the stop arms and red flashing lights of two public school buses while the
school buses were properly stopped at school bus stops. According to data
compiled by DOE, nine children in Florida have been killed and numerous
others have been injured in loading and unloading zone accidents involving
publicly-operated school buses during the past five years.

Typical School Day Survey

At the request of the Florida Department of Education (FDOE), CUTR asked all
87 school districts in Florida to participate in a one-day survey of illegal
passing. School bus drivers collected information about each illegal pass,
including:

time of occurrence

number of students at the school bus stop

type of locale (urban or rural)

direction of the passing vehicle (same or opposite direction of the
school bus)

side of bus passed by vehicle {left or right)

type of passing vehicle (car or light or heavy truck)

type of roadway on which pass occurred

type of roadway surface (paved or unpaved)

operation status of white roof mounted strobe light at time of pass
(on or off)

@ & ® @

Data were collected from 58 Florida school districts, representing
approximately 11,150 school buses.




Survey Analysis Results

Analysis revealed that 10,590 vehicles were recorded illegally passing 3,427
stopped school buses during a typical school day by school bus drivers while

driving their regular route(s). Perhaps the most surprising finding obtained
from the recorded data was the number of private motorists that illegaily
passed stopped school buses on the loading/unloading side: nearly four
percent (415) of the recorded illegal passes occurred on the door side of
the stopped school buses. Other survey analysis results include:

e The majority of passes occurred when the vehicle in violation was

¢ Traveling in the opposite direction of the stopped school buses.

e No frend exists in the time of day in which passes occurred.

¢ The majority of passes occurred on two-lane roadways.

¢ The majority of vehicles that passed were passenger cars.

« The majority of passes occurred at school bus stops where one to
five students were boarding or alighting.

e The majority of school buses passed had their white roof mounted
strobe light(s) activated.

e To present the magnitude of the problem in some areas of the state,

e Table 1 contains information pertaining to the 10 school districts with the

most severe illegal pass problems.
Focus Group Results and Recommendations

in addition to the survey, focus group sessions were heid in three school
districts (Polk, Hardee, and Seminole) to obtain the opinions of school bus
drivers, parents, law enforcement officers, school district transportation
staff, and other local persons regarding the possible causes of and
countermeasures to the problem of illegal passes in Florida.

Results from the focus groups suggest that the high incidence of illegal
passes in Florida is primarily the result of three items:

s  low enforcement of Section 316.172 of the Florida Statutes (the
School Bus Stop Law)

e lack of knowledge regarding school bus signalizations

e lack of knowledge of the requirements for traffic to stop on ceriain
roadway types

School bus drivers in rurai areas also attributed the high incidence of
illegal passes to heavy agricultural or other commercial trucks. The fact
that approximately one out of every three school buses in operation during
the single day of illegal pass data collection was passed by a private
motorist adds up to nearly 1.9 million iilegal passes occurring in a typical
school year in Florida.




Yet, law enforcement agencies throughout the state issued a yearly average
of only about 2,700 citations for iilegally passing stopped schooi buses
during the past five years, Part of the reason for the low citation rate is

the fact that state law requires law enforcement officers to actually

witness an illegal pass before a citation can be issued to the violator.

Recommendations

Clearly, the existing law pertaining to the illegal passing of stopped

school buses should be amended to better reflect the current driving
environment in Florida. Since 1969, the driving environment in Florida has
changed dramatically-the addition of four-lane roadways with center two-way
left turn lanes, an increase in traffic densities on certain roadway types,

and an increase in the number of registered vehicles statewide.

Revisions to the statute should include empowering school bus drivers or
certain other witnesses (for exampie, crossing guards, school bus
attendants, or private motorists) {o provide evidence sufficient for
issuance of a citation or warning 1o registered vehicle owners, and
providing for fines, points assessed against the driver s license, jail

time, or community service hours for convicted violators. Providing for
criminal charges in lieu of increased traffic fines should also be
considered. information gathered during the study indicates that 24 of the
50 states provide specific language in their statutes that empowers school
bus drivers or other certain witnesses to report school bus stop law
violators.

in addition to the above recommended revisions, several other recommended
countermeasures should be considered. At the state level, the Florida
Commissioner of Education, the Florida Legislature, and other relevant
groups representing law enforcement, planning, and local school districts
should work cooperatively to develop and implement practical and effective
countermeasures to this problem, including:

e promotion of the awareness and need for targeted enforcement of the
school bus stop law among the statewide law enforcement community,

« development and dissemination of high impact PSAs for television,
radio, and newspaper markets to educate private motorists about the
school bus stop law and graphically remind them of the potential
consequences of viclating this law,

e development and dissemination of materials by other means, including

information in automobile license tag renewal notices, rental car contract

signoffs, and on billboards,
e clarification of the section in the Florida Driver s Handbook that
pertains to the school bus stop law,



e provision of highway signage in school bus loading and unloading
zones advising traffic of the law pertaining to stopping for stopped
school buses and that school buses make frequent stops in the area,

¢ research on the advisability of changes to School Bus Specifications
by the State Board of Education or pilot testing to include higher
visibility stop signal arms, lettering on rear of school buses advising
motorists of stop law, or other safety items that may be proposed such
as video cameras mounted on school buses o record the vehicle(s) that
illegally pass,

e analysis of the Basic School Bus Driver Curriculum and development
of necessary changes to standardize in more detail the school bus stop
warning procedure, and identification of the best practices and
development of recommendations for school districts regarding the
establishment of safe school bus routes and stops.

At the local level, attempts should be made to encourage the formation of
and the participation on existing Community Traffic Safety Program (CTSP)
committees. Participation on these committees should include school district
transportation staff and other school board representatives, local law
enforcement, city and county traffic engineers, local planners, AAA, and
parent-teacher organizations.

These committees should work cooperatively to deveiop and implement
practical and effective countermeasures to this problem at the local level,
including:

¢ implementation of school bus stop law enforcement blitzes,

e development of recommended criteria for school bus stop location,

¢ dissemination of materials regarding school bus stop law via
training courses, displays at local community events, mass mailings in
utility and cable bills and other mailouts, pedesirian and school bus rider
education, and other media.

The importance of reducing or eliminating the potentiai of fatal and

non-fatal injury to school children in the school bus ioading and unloading
zones should be of paramount importance in Florida and elsewhere. it should
be stressed and made patently obvious to private motorists that every

iliegal pass of a stopped school bus is potentially life-threatening to

students.

Finally, the magnitude of illegal passing of stopped school buses in Florida
documented through this study represenis a very serious problem that must be
addressed hrough the cooperation of various state and local agencies and
groups through the coordinated formulation and implementation of various
practical countermeasures. "We are committed to taking steps to ensure the
safety of our children," said Florida Commissioner of Education Frank




Brogan. "The chronic rate at which people pass stopped school buses is a sad
exampie of misplaced priorities. Is it really worth endangering the life of
a child to save sixty seconds?”
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MeDaniel introduces ‘Nathan’s Law’

By David Owens, newseditor@laurelleadercalicom

January 12, 20610 11:08 am

— Monday was an emotional day for Laurel residents Andy and Lori Lowe Key as the bill named in memory of
their son came to fruition in the state’s capital.

State Sen. Chris McDaniel (R-Ellisville) introduced the legislation, named “Nathan’s Law,” during a special press
conference Monday along with the Keys and Lt. Gov. Phil Bryant.

“Nathan’s Law” is named m memory of S-year-old Nathan Key, who died in December when, upon exiting a
school bus, he wasg hit by a car whose driver decided to go around the parked bus.

McDaniel said he introduced “Nathan’s Law” as a means to tighten school bus safety and penalize those who
break the law.

“The bill has widespread support in the Senate and I look forward to introducing the bill either late this afternoon
or tomorrow morning,” McDaniel said by phone Monday. “I anticipate it clearing the committee and receiving a
full vote on the Senate floor.”

In a press release issued by the Lt. Governor’s Office, McDaniel said, “Nathan’s life was a dream of possibilities.
His death represents the loss of some small part of our collective future, as well as the death of one of our most
vulnerable and dependent. Tt is my hope that ‘Nathan’s Law’ makes a significant impact across the state by
fostering a safer environment for Mississippi’s children. Something positive must come from this terrible tragedy.”
Lori Key, Nathan’s mother, added, “No other family should have to suffer from what we have experienced. For
the sake and safety of other children, I pray the Mississippi legislature passes ‘Nathan’s Law’ to help prevent this
type of event from ever happening again.”

In proposing the legislation, McDaniel said he wanted to ensure that harsher penalties would deter a similar event
from occurring, but he noted that he also wants to include an educational component into the bill.

“Nathan’s Law” increases current fines for a driver passing a stopped school bus while children are present from
$200 to $500 to mandatory sanctions of $500 to $5,000. The new law also mcludes the driver’s license being
suspended for 30 days and up to a year in jail for the first offense.

According to the bill, a violation resulting in the death or injury of a child would be considered a felony and carry
with it a prison sentence of up to five years and fines up to $5,000.

“The penalties must be more harsh and will actually graduate upwards on subsequent offenses,” McDaniel said.
“You need a deterrent effect on any law that you pass, but we also have to educate the state’s population as to
that law so they’ll know the severity of the penalties.”

Other requirements in the proposed law include:

« Creating a 30-foot buffer zone when a school bus is stopped with its stop sign extended and lights flashing

» Creating a graduated penalty framework, providing enhanced penalties for subsequent violations

« Prohibiting the use of a wireless communication device while operating a motor vehicle within a school crossing
zone uniess the vehicle is stopped or the wireless communication device is used with hands-free accessories

« Prohibiting school bus drivers from using wireless communication devices while driving

» Requesting the State Department of Education to develop and issue curriculum guidelines to school districts
relating to the implementation of a school bus safety curriculum in grades kindergarten through 3

» Requiring that every written examination given to anyone applying for an operator’s license or temporary driving
permit shall ensure adequate knowledge on the part of the applicant as to school bus safety requirements

= Encouraging the State of Mississippi to conduct a statewide marketing campaign to educate our citizens
concerning the new law and the importance of school bus safety

= Authorizing school districts to mount cameras on school bus stop arms for the purpose of providing admissible
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evidence in a court of law concerning drivers who pass a stopped school bus

« Creating a School Bus Safety Task Force to study, research and develop new recommendations relating to school
bus safety, inchuding a detailed investigation into new school bus safety designs and technology related to safety
and law enforcement

McDaniel again stated the support that “Nathan’s Law” carries with state officials, most notably Bryant.

In the release, Bryant said, “No parent should lose a child in a senseless tragedy like this. An outright disregard for
a school child’s life should not go unpunished. ‘Nathan’s Law’ makes it an automatic felony for anyone convicted
under this statute when an injury or death occurs. [ want to send a loud and clear message that this type of
behavior will not be tolerated in Mississippi.”

Copyright © 1999-2010 cnhi, inc.

Photos

Flanked by (from left) Lori and Andy Key, Mississippt House members Tommy King and Billy Hudson and Lt
Gov. Phil Bryant, State Senator Chris McDaniel announces Monday at the State Capital legislation he plans to
introduce entitled Nathan’s Law to toughen penalties for those who pass stopped school buses in Mississippi.
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Opinion Finding Meaning — and a Cause — in Our Son’s Death

(Jan. 22) — On a cold Friday afternoon,
Dec. 11, 2009, my life was forever changed.

The day started like any other, as we got
our family up and each of our children to
school. The afternoon rolled around, and I
waited, as I did every school day, for my
precious 5-year-old son, Nathaniel Glenn
Key, to hop off the bus and come happily
home.

Courtesy of Lori Key

Nathan Key was killed as he was getting
off his school bus by a driver who decided
to pass the stopped bus.

But that day, a driver decided to reckless-
y pass and ignore the school bus’ flashing

red lights and stop sign and drive around it.

He hit and killed Nathan, just a few feet

from our house, just days before Christmas.

The pain my husband and I have experi-
enced
is unbelievable and seemingly unen-
durable. OQur memories of him are too few.
I would give anything just to have him back
in my life, if only for a moment.

But we have endured, barely.

In the natural course of events, life devel-
ops
a cyele of normalcy. As part of life's cycle,
belabored justifications of death are occa-
sionally used for comfort when we lose our
eiderly friends or family, but such subtle
consolation does not easily extend to the
death of a child. The old expect to die and
leave their children behind, and we were no
different,

For us, the world has become a much
darker place, with dimly lit mornings that
seem less smiling. In our small community,
aching emptiness abounds, and sympathet-
ie hearts blindly search for an answer to
perhaps the most difficult of life's ques-
tions.

1t has now become the goal of my family

— our obsession — to make sure this type of
accident never happens again. No other
family should have to suffer from what we
have experienced.

And though I'm painfully aware that no
law can prevent each and every accident, 1
am dedicated to making sure that some-
thing positive comes from Nathan's death.

What we have learned since has been
decply troubling. Every schooi day, thou-
sands upon thousands of cars drive around
stopped school huses. In Virginia alone it
happens abotut 600,000 times a year, ac-
cording to one study. A New York study
found that 50,000 times a day drivers
didn’t stop for a school bus that was letting
children on or off.

As a result, 18 children — most of them
under age 8 — were killed last school year
while getting on or off a school bus, accord-
ing to a national survey by the Kansas State
Department of Education.

One of the big problems is that in many
states the penalty for failing to stop for a
school bus is weak and enforcement is lax.
In my home state of Mississippi, a violater
faces only a small fine — in the rare event
that be or she is caught red-handed.

Courtesy of Lori Key

This makeshift memorial to Nathan
stands on the side of the road where he was
kilied.

This madness has to stop.

My husband and I have been working
with Mississippi Sen. Chris McDaniel to de-
velop a comprehensive school bus safety
act — called "Nathan’s Law.”

This law would, ameng other things,
raise the fine for a first offense to $500 for
passing a stepped school bus, in addition to
license suspension for a period of 30 days
and discretionary imprisonment for up to
48 hours.

For any subsequent violation, the fine
would climb to $800, plus a go-day license
suspension and the possibility of one year
in prison. A driver who injured a child
while passing a stopped bus could face up
to five years in jail.

The law would also encourage a
statewide marketing campaign to educate
our citizens concerning the new law and the
importance of school bus safety. More im-
portant, it would authorize schoot districts
to mount cameras on their stop arms to
help catch lawbreakers.

This law isn’t just needed in my home
state, Tougher penalties and better en-
forcement are needed around the country.

For the sake and safety of other children,
we must take action to help prevent this
type of event from ever happening again.

I's my prayer that something positive
will eome from such a senseless tragedy. [
hope that Nathan's life and death will serve
to inspire safety reforms all across our
country.

Perhaps then we will be able to see God's
purpose, even in our hearthreak.

Lori Key lives in Laurel, Miss.
Follow ACL News on Face-
book and Twitter.

2010 AOL Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Perdue signs new law for school bus death

Tuesday, June 23, 2009

By MARK BINKER
Staff Writer

RALEIGH — Gov. Bev Perdue signed the Nicholas Adkins
Schoot Bus Safety Act Monday afternoon, increasing the
penalty for those who sirike and kill someone when they run
through a school bus' stop arm.

The new law, which goes into effect Dec. 1, is named for
Nicholas Adking, 16, of Stoneville, a student at McMichael
High Schoof in Mayodan. Adkins was killed in January when a
driver did not stop for a school bus that had stopped and
extended its stop arm.

“Parents should not have to worry that their children might be
injured getting on and off the school bus,” Perdue said
Monday. “The Nicholas Adkins School Bus Safety Act will
ensure that reckiess drivers who endanger our children will be
heid accountable for their actions.”

The measure was co-sponsored by Rep. Dale Folweli, a

Winston-Salem Republican, and Neison Cole, a Reidsville Democrat.

Under the law signed Monday, two major provisions are added:

! Nicholas Adkins

| Additional Phiotos

Reiated Links

¢ Stopped schicol bus bill passes
Senate {Jun. 4) ;
= Woman avoids jail time in fatal

|School districts will be authorized to mount cameras on their stop arms. school bus acident (Apr. 8)

Pictures from the cameras would be admissible as evidence in court.

Killing someone after running & school bus stop sigh will now be a
Class H felony, meaning that courts are more likely to assign jail time for

such incidents.

*  Graphic: When to stop for
schoot buses

e Capital Beat

The woman who hit Adkins avoided jail time. Judy Earlene Stilwell lost her license for a year and paid a

$1,000 fine.

‘| feel like it's going to make the public more aware of the consequences of something like this,” said
Stoneville police Chief Mike James. “The days of a slap on the hand are over with.”

James and Stoneville's mayor made the trip o Raleigh to watch Perdue sign the bill.

According to the governor's office, Adkins’ family had planned to come, but both his mother and father were

too sick to travel.

“It's hard to legislate common sense and common courtesy,” Folwell said after the bill signing. “We would

prefer not to have fo run any more of these bills.”

Folwell's 7-year-old son was killed in 1999 by a driver who ignored a stop arm. He has been involved in
multiple changes to the state’s school bus safety law and said the Adkins bill marks the fourth such revision

this decade.

Contact Mark Binker at (219) 832-5548 or mark binker@news-record.com.

http://www.news-record.com/content/2009/06/23/article/perdue signs new law_for scho... 7/27/2009
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RHODE ISLAND POLICE CHIEFS’ ASSOCIATION

June 3, 2008

Mr. Alfred A, Cardi, Jr.
President & General Manager
SmartBus Live

Cranston, RI 02921

Dear Mr. Cardi:

I recently had the opportunity to speak to you in regard to your school bus safety
program. I feel the “SmartBus Live” system will provide increased safety for
children while riding on the bus. The system also provides an exterior traffic
safety component which will also create revenues to the schools and
municipalities who implement the system.

Subject to the legislature approving the bill in the finance committee, I would be
in support of the “SmartBus Live” school bus safety program .

Sincerely,

Wl 11k

Col. Stepheni M. McCartney
President, Rhode Island Police Chiefs’ Association
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Davin N. CICTLLINE v/ Providesce Public Scheol Distder
Mayor PI“ d Office of the Superintendent
O 1 eﬂce ) 797 Westminster Street

"Trionas M. BRADY S h ]S Providence, RI 02003-4045
Superintendent C OO tol, 401.456.9211

fax 401, 456.9252

October 15, 2000

The Honorable Thomas M. Menino
Mayor, City of Boston

T Crty Hall Square, Suite 500
Boston, MA 02201-2013

Dear Mayor Menino:

As the Chief of Staff for the Providence Public School District (PPSD} I write to strongly support our
parmership with SmartBus Live. Approximately one year ago, PPSD issued and RFP secking bids for the
installstion of internal and external cameras on our school buses. For the past several vears we had
become increasingly aware of vehicle violations against our buses that threatened the safety and
wellbeing of our students and staff. Last fall we awarded the contraci to SmartBus Live and have been
extremnely satisfied with the services they have provided to date.

With the installation of external cameras SmartBus Live, in collaboration with our police department have
been able to issue traffic violations to thousands of drivers throughout the city. We have received positive
feedback from our bus drivers indicating that they feel the safety of our students has greatly improved as a
resulf of this initiative. I addition, as a result of these violations PPSD has seen a tremendous return on
our investment. We anticipate that the violations issued will result in approximately $800,000.00 in
revenue for the district for FY’10. Furthermore, SmartBus Live agreed to install internal cameras on our
buses that resulted in 2 reduction of student disturbances during transportation.

It is without question that I recommend installation of internal and external cameras on any school
districts” buses. If you have any further guestions or would like to discuss this initiative in greater detai]
please do not hesitate fo contact me at (401)456-9211.

Warm Regards,

R

Stephanie Federico, Esg.
Chief of Staff, Providence Public School Department

An Bgual Opporiunity Empleyer. The Providence Schoo! Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, age, sex, refigion, sexual origntation, pender identity
or expression, national arigin, color, disabifity or veteran status, Vision: The Providence Puliic School District will be 2 natioral lender In educating urbas youth,
Mission: The Providence Public School Distriet will prepare all students to suseeed in the pation's colleges and vniversities, snd in their cliosen professions,




Student

3 Ricom Way
Pravidence, RI 02808
Tel 401 B43 7536

Tuiy 14, 2009
RE: Smart Bus

To Whom [t Mav Concern,

Iam writing this letter of recommendation for Smart Bus. Here at First Student Inc. in
Providence, RI we have had a great experience in dealing with the entire staff. Thev are
a professional team who include you in all aspects of having cameras installed and how
thev work.

Their first step was taking surveys of the actual rungs and riding along with the drivers,
monitors and students. During this process they informed the drivers of what was being
done and how the cameras actually worked. They went by our guidelines while on our
property and fellowed procedures.

When the cameras were out during the bus runs it gave the drivers a sense of respect in
knowing that one of the most dangerous parts of their trip was being dealt with and they
would see results. Being in the school bus industry for a number of vears this has been a
difficult problem to deal with. Not many drivers would be able to continue driving if one
of their students was hit and or killed by a driver who tailed to stop for our red lights and
stop sign. Also, having cameras inside has given drivers back up if they have serious
behavior issues on their rovtes.

¢

P would hughly recommend working with this compaiy 1t has been a pleasurable and
learning experience for all involved.

\mcu ely,

WIU“*@\[&A& Cﬁxgﬂ%mm

=andra diSabelia
Location Safety Manager

A FirstGreag Armerica Sompany
wwww firststudenting.gom




EXECUTIVE CHAMBER

Crry oF WARWICK Ruopre Isr.anp

SCOTT AVEDISIAN
MAYOR

July 14, 2009

Mr. Alfred A. Cardi
President & General Manager
SmartBus Live

49 Pavilion Avenue

Second Floor
Providence, Rhode Island 02905

Dear Mr. Cardi:

1 am writing to follow up on our recent meeting regarding the “SmartBus Live” safety program.

After seeing the presentation, reviewing the materials and other municipalities’ experiences thus far with
the program, [ believe the system would provide increased safety for Warwick children who take the bus
to school. In addition, it appears that the system also provides an exterior traffic management component
that would create incremental revenues to the Warwick School Department.

For these reasons, I am in support of the “SmartBus Live” system for the Warwick Schoo! Departmen.

Please keep me informed of your progress.

Sincerely,
s
WG

Scott Avedisian
Mayor

3275 Post Road « Warwick, R $2886 » (401) 738-2008 « FAX (401) 738-6639



JOSEPH M. POLISENA TEL. (401) 553-8800

MAYOR FAX. (401) 3314271
EXBECUTIVE CHAMBERS
TOWN HALL
1385 HARTFORD AVENUE
JOHNSTON, RHODE ISLAND 02919
July 28, 2009

Mz, Alfred A. Cardi

President & General Manager
SmartBus Live

49 Pavilion Avenue — 2™ Floor
Providence, RI 02905

Dear Mr. Cardi:

1 am writing this letfer in support of the SmartBus Live safety program currently
being utilized on school busses servicing the Town of Johnston School Department. It is
my belief that this program has provided an increased measure of safety for children who
depend on school bus transportation on a daily basis. It also assists law enforcement with
the tools to cite violators who pass school busses when it is unsafe and illegal to do so.

The SmartBus live program has been well-received in this community and ]
would recommend it to other municipalities in an effort to enhance the safety of children.

Very truly yours,
Q::h’w::—jc% P, g - WMM,_}
Jo sepi(m/

Mayor

IMP/iw




April 10, 2008

Alfred A. Card, Jr.

President & General Manager
Smart Bus Live

Cranston, RI 02921

Dear Mr. Cardi:

Recently we had the opportunity to meet with you with regard to your school bus safety
program. After seeing the presentation and reviewing the materials, we feel that the
“SmartBus Live” system will provide increased safety for children while riding on the
bus. The system also provides an exterior traffic safety component which will also create
additional revenues to the Schools and Municipalities who implement the system.

Subject to the legislature approving the Bill in the Finance Committee, I/'we would be in
support of the “SmartBus Live” school bus safety program.

Please keep me informed of your progress.

\QQ\&\MR/\ A peshse

Sincerely,

Michael A. Traficante, Chairman




